RY 


x 


E 


3 
vl 


SS 


GOY 


ES LI 


| 


INSTITUTE OF 
STUD 


yy, 


86 01061 


A 


CALIFORNI 


OF 


Y¥ 


HI 


§ 


UNIVER 


Francisco 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2024 


https://archive.org/details/C 124887239 


OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
SAN FRANCISCO 


DIANNE FEINSTEIN 


Dear San Franciscan: 


The terrible lesson of Hiroshima and Nagasaki is even more devastatingly 
clear today than when those cities were blasted to ruins by atomic bombs in 
World War II. Now, underground in silos, and undersea in submarines, there 
are thousands more nuclear warheads in silent readiness around the world. 
And all are megatons more powerful than those fateful bombs in 1945. The 
bombs dropped then may have ended a war. 


Those launched today would not result in peace but the end of civilized life as 
we know it. The lesson that still burns from the ruins of those two Japanese 
cities is that the obliteration there would be world-wide today. There would be 
no victory, but a holocaust. 


The warheads have become so powertul, the missiles so unerringly precise, 
the stockpiles of them in the United States and in the Soviet Union so enor- 
mous that nuclear war truly is beyond reason. Only panic or insanity could 
incite one, for there could be no military consequence for one side beyond 
suicide for both. 


This booklet matter-of-factly, from the most reliable data available, estimates 
the horror if a nuclear weapon fell on San Francisco. The information is not 
meant to frighten, but to demonstrate the futility of nuclear war. 


The continued stockpiling of more and more nuclear weapons by our country 
and the Soviet Union merely gives added impetus to war as the only resolution 
to the long confrontation between the two nations. Stockpiling intensities 
distrust and detracts from diplomatic initiatives. It unbalances the economies 
in the two super-powers, fueling and diverting funds in both nations from 
housing, industrial development, environmental quality, health care and other 
urgent needs. 


This booklet is being published with funds appropriated by the Board of 
Supervisors, in the firm belief that all San Franciscans should have the basic 
facts on which to make an informed judgement on the full implication of a 
nuclear attack on the City. 


I urge you to thoroughly review this booklet and seriously consider the infor- 
mation contained therein. 


Sincerely, 


ppp Re 


Dianne/Feinstein 


Why Should I Read This Booklet? 


This booklet is about something unpleasant and fright- 
ening: nuclear war and the death and destruction of all 
that you treasure. The danger is real. The risks are great. 
You should read this booklet to learn what is at stake. 
Then you can decide what you wish to do about it. 


Why Did the Mayor and Board of 
Supervisors Endorse and Distribute This 
Booklet? 


The Mayor and Board of Supervisors of San Francisco are 
responsible for the public safety of our citizens. It is the 
duty of these elected officials to inform the people of any 
imminent danger and to take steps to prevent harm from 
occurring. In March of 1981, Mayor Feinstein issued a 
proclamation calling for a “temporary suspension of 
nuclear weapons production, while seeking a permanent, 
international nuclear weapons ban.” The Board of Super- 
visors later passed a resolution embodying a similar re- 
quest. In May of 1982 the Board of Supervisors passed 
legislation calling for a bilateral verifiable “nuclear 
freeze.’ This legislation was also signed by the Mayor. 
This booklet is a community service in keeping with the 
beliefs and obligations of the Mayor and the Board of 
Supervisors. 


What This Booklet Describes 


The rest of this booklet is in five parts. The first section 
outlines who has or might get nuclear weapons, how 
many there are, and how powerful those weapons can 
be. The second part describes what would happen if a 
single nuclear weapon were to strike our City. The 
effects of a full-scale nuclear attack are described in 
part three. There are other, longer range, effects of a 
nuclear war which can only be guessed at. We have 
the power to prevent such things from happenning; the 
last two sections talk about what we can do. 


The United States, the 
Soviet Union, Great 
Britain, France and 
China (all shown in 
black) are known to have 
nuclear weapons. Many 
other nations (shown in 
white) have the 
technology necessary to 
build nuclear devices. 


Nuclear warheads are 
stockpiled by the United 
States, the Soviet Union, 
and other nations. 


Nuclear Weapons: 
How Many? 
How Powerful? 


The United States and Soviet Union have the most 
weapons. France, Great Britian and China have them as 
well. India, Pakistan, Israel, South Africa and other 
nations are trying to get them or may already have them. 


SOVIET UNION 
CANADA 


TURKEY 


ARABIA 


AFRICA 


BRAZIL 


The United States has about 30,000 nuclear warheads; 
the Soviet Union has approximately 20,000. Both the U.S. 
and the U.S.S.R. can hit each other with nuclear 
weapons carried by missiles launched from land or sea or 
air. 


UNITED STATES: 
30,000 WARHEADS 


SOVIET UNION: 
20,000 WARHEADS 


OTHER NATIONS AND GROUPS 
WARHEADS. 


A one-megaton bomb (large 
circle ) has about 70 times 
the explosive power of the 
bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima (small circle). 
75,000 people were killed 
and more than 100,000 in- 
jured by the Hiroshima 
bomb. 


Each nuclear warhead is, of course, extremely powerful. 
The explosive power of a bomb or warhead is measured 
in “megatons.” One megaton equals a million tons of 
TNT. The bombs which destroyed the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki had the explosive power of 
“only” 10 to 20 thousand tons of TNT. So, a one-megaton 
bomb — the size of the kind which could hit San Fran- 
cisco — is 50 to 100 times more powerful. 


HIROSHIMA BOMB 


ONE MEGATON BOMB 


The United States and Soviet Union have nuclear 
weapons ranging in size up to 20 megatons. If used, all 
these weapons would produce nearly a million times the 
explosive power used against Hiroshima. Thus, if a 
nuclear war were started — by accident or on purpose — 
the destruction would be beyond anything ever before 
experienced by the human race. The following sections 
describe what would happen. 


Based on Radiuses from 
the Center Core, Up to 
1.5 Miles — (Measuring 
from Center of White 
Dot). Next 1.5 to -5 Miles 
and Beyond. 


Suppose A One-Megaton 
Bomb Were Exploded 
Near Ground Level At 
San Francisco City Hall 


“BERKELEY 


OAKLAND 


SAN FRANCISCO 


If you were in San Francisco (0.0 to 1.5 miles from the 
bomb blast) 

Almost every child, every woman and every man would 
be killed. The Civic Center, the Opera House and most 
of the elderly housing nearby would disappear as a crater 
20 stories deep was formed. A deadly cloud of radio- 
active soil would be thrown thousands of feet into the air 
while the blast created winds up to 500 mph. Nothing 
recognizable would remain from the Old Mint on Mission 
to St. Mary’s Cathedral and Japantown. Little of signif- 
icance would remain standing from the Mission and 
Potrero Districts on the south, to Russian Hill on the 
north, from the Panhandle on the west to the Financial 
District and Chinatown on the east. This destruction 
would occur in seconds. 


If you were farther away from City Hall (1.5 to 5.0 
miles from the bomb blast) 

Imagine instead you were fortunate enough to be farther 
from City Hall, driving across a bridge to Marin or the 
East Bay, shopping at Serramonte or Stonestown, at home 
in the Sunset or attending a game at Candlestick. The 
heat from the explosion and the instant burning of 
clothing would cause third-degree flash burns over much 
of the body for most people in this area, killing at least 
half. Brick and wood frame buildings would be 
destroyed. Vast firestorms could be caused by the intense 
heat, fanned by 160 mph winds. Such fires would suck up 
so much air that thousands could die from lack of oxy- 
gen. Even underground shelters, if there were any, would 
become ovens from the heat. Pressure from the blast 
would shatter glass and turn it into missiles traveling at 
over 100 mph. Almost all transportation of any kind 
would be destroyed or made useless. Emergency medical 
equipment and supplies would be destroyed. 


If you were anywhere in the extended Bay Area (5.0 
miles and beyond) 

The intense light from the explosion could cause retinal 
damage and even blindness to those who see the blast. 
Among the wounded survivors, many could be deaf 
because of ruptured eardrums. For up to hundreds of 
miles away, depending upon wind patterns, the nature of 
the bomb, and other factors, radiation would kill many 
more. The radiation would be spread by tons and tons of 
contaminated soils and debris floating and drifting away 
from the blast area. The deaths may be rapid or slow. 
Radiation would also affect unborn generations because 
of its effects on genetic characteristics. For those of us 
who survive, the recovery would be long and painful, 
perhaps with permanent disability. The survivors may 
very well envy the dead. 


What A Nuclear War 
Would Do 


What we have just described are the effects of a single, 
one-megaton attack on San Francisco. The probability, 
however, is that an attack would not be limited to one 
bomb, nor to San Francisco, but rather would be a part 
of a full-scale attack on the United States. 

In such an all out attack, over one-half of the population 
of the United States would be killed or injured. In the 
long run, millions more people would die from injuries, 
exposure to radiation, burns, and lack of food, water, or 
adequate shelter. The Bay Area as a financial center and 
with a higher than average concentration of military and 
industrial facilities, unquestionably would be a prime 
target. 

With many hospitals destroyed and many doctors and 
nurses killed and injured, we would have almost no 
medical care and few facilities for the hundreds of 
thousands of people suffering from burns, radiation 
sickness, blast effects, shock, or other injuries. Epidemics 
of plague, typhus, cholera, or other diseases could break 
out. There would be hundreds of thousands of human 
corpses to dispose of in San Francisco alone. 

Our economic structure would be devastated. There 
would be drastic tood shortages with foodstuffs largely 
destroyed and little hope of replacing them guickly. With 
roads clogged or damaged, there would be a breakdown 
of transportation. Most communications would be cut off. 
Basic services such as fire, police, sanitation and water 
would be disrupted. There would be severe energy short- 
ages. Because of lingering radiation, people would not 
be able to return to their homes for weeks, months or 
even years — that is, if their homes were left standing. 


The Worst May Be 
Unknown 


It is almost impossible to calculate the effects of a nuclear 
war on the environment. The oceans, air and land may 
be too contaminated to sustain life. Entire species of 
plants and animals may die out. Certain insects and 
bacteria which are more immune to radiation will 
multiply. 

The effects on the minds of the people who witness this 
holocaust can only be guessed. 


What Can We Do? 


‘Y like to believe that people in the long run are going to 
do more to promote peace than are governments. 
Indeed, I think that people want peace so much that one 
of these days governments had better get out of their way 
and let them have it.” 

Dwight D. Eisenhower. 


Neither the continued arms race, nor civil defense pro- 
grams can banish the threat of a nuclear disaster. Being 
involved in the prevention of a nuclear holocaust is more 
realistic than trying to deny the danger. After reviewing 
these facts about nuclear war and nuclear weapons, the 
Mayor and the Board of Supervisors felt a responsibility 
to act. The first step was to endorse this booklet and have 
it distributed throughout San Francisco to inform you of 
the risks and dangers we all face. 


Here are some steps you can take: 

Learn More. There are lots of materials on nuclear 
weapons, nuclear war, and related issues available in our 
public libraries and at the offices of groups listed at the 
next section of this booklet. 

Discuss the Problem. Engage in discussions with your 
family, friends, at your school, work, club or religious in- 
stitution. Children too young to participate in activities to 
prevent nuclear disaster should have the support and 
reassurance, which the involvement of their parents can 
provide. 

Contact Groups in Your Neighborhood. Offer to arrange 
for a speaker and film presentation on the nuclear 
weapons issue. The organizations listed here are 
delighted to help. : 

Vote Appropriately. Make sure those persons for whom 
you vote will do all in their power to promote peace and 
avoid nuclear war, and actively oppose the nuclear arms 
race. 

Call and Write the News Media. Ask for coverage of the 
issue. Praise as well as criticize where indicated. The 
press needs and wants to hear from their viewers/readers. 
Write Your Elected Officials Frequently. Elected 
representatives in Washington D.C. and Sacramento are 
YOUR voice. Make sure that your voice is heard! Jot two 
or three sentences on a postcard and urge them to sup- 
port negotiations with the Soviet Union for an immediate, 
bilateral and verifiable nuclear weapons freeze and the 
reduction and elimination of nuclear stockpiles as well as 
opposition to the development and deployment of any 
new nuclear weaponry. 


Public Officials 
President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
(202) 456-1414 


George Schultz 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 


Casper Weinberger 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 


Alan Cranston 

U.S. Senator 

Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Pete Wilson 

U.S. Senator 

Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 


Barbara Boxer 

U.S. Congresswoman 
House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Sala Burton 

U.S. Congresswoman 
House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Governor George Deukmejian 
State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

(916) 445-2841 


John F. Foran 
State Senator 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 


Milton Marks 
State Senator 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 


Willie L. Brown, Jr. 
State Assembly Speaker 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 


Art Agnos 

State Assemblyman 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 


Where to Write 


Louis J. Papan 

State Assemblyman 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 95814 


Mayor Dianne Feinstein 
Room 200, City Hall 
San Francisco, CA 94102 


San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors 

Room 235, City Hall 

San Francisco, CA 94102 


Premier Yuri Andropov 
c/o Embassy of U.S.S.R. 
1011 16th Street 
Washington, D.C. 20036 


Newspapers 


San Francisco Progress 
851 Howard Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 982-8022 


San Francisco Chronicle 
901 Mission Street 

San Francisco, CA 94119 
(CALS) WE 


San Francisco Examiner 
110 Fifth Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 777-2424 


Television Stations 


KGO Channel 7 

277 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 863-0077 


KPIX Channel 5 

855 Battery Street 

San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 362-5550 


KRON Channel 4 

1001 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
(415) 441-4444 


KTVU Channel 2 

2 Jack London Square 
Oakland, CA 94607 
(415) 834-1212 


KQED Channel 9 
(Public TV) 

500 Eighth Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 864-2000 


Radio Stations 


KMEL/FM (106.1) 

2300 Stockton Street, #330 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415) 391-4697 


KCBS-AM/FM (740/98.9) 
1 Embarcadero Center 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 982-7000 


KFRC-AM (610) 

415 Bush Street 

San Francisco, CA 94108 
(415) 986-6100 


KGO-AM (810) 

277 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 863-0077 


K101-AM/FM (1010/101.3) 
700 Montgomery Street 

San Francisco, CA 9411] 
(415) 956-5101 


KSFO-AM (560) 

950 California Street 

San Francisco, CA 94108 
(415) 398-5600 


KYA-AM/FM (1260/93.3) 
300 Broadway 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415) 391-1260 


KABL-AM/FM (960/98. 1) 
632 Commercial Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 788-5225 


KFOG-FM (104.5) 

900 North Point 

San Francisco, CA 94109 
(415) 855-1045 


KNBR-AM/KYUU-FM 
(690/99.7) 

NBC Radio 

1700 Montgomery Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
KNBR (415) 951-7000 
KYUU (415) 951-7200 


Citizens Action Organizations 


For more information on the issue and suggestions on additional steps you can take, contact the following 


organizations: 


Agape Foundation 

85 Carl Street 

San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415) 566-2710 


Alliance for Nuclear 
Responsibility 

c/o ASUC Milberry Union 
UC-San Francisco 

San Francisco, CA 94143 
(415) 861-7329 


American Friends Service 
Committee 

2160 Lake Street 

San Francisco, CA 94121 
(415) 752-7766 


Bay Area-Asians for Nuclear 
Disarmament 

P ©! Box 534 

1230 Grant Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415) 


Lawyers Alliance for Nuclear 
Arms Control 

807 Montgomery Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 
(415) 391-7996 


Californians for a Bi-Lateral 
Nuclear Weapons Freeze 
Regional: 

330 Jackson Street 

San Francisco, CA 94111 
(415) 986-7605 

Local: 

2940 16th Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 621-0858 


Disarmament Resource Center 
942 Market Street, #708 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 495-0526 


Ecumenical Peace Institute 
942 Market Street, #712 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 391-5215 


Educators for Social 
Responsibility 

55 Buckingham Way, #203 
San Francisco, CA 94132 
(415) 282-3194 or 665-5092 


The above is a partial list of organizations active in San Francisco 
active throughout Northern California has current! 


495-0526. 


Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency 

211 Main Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 566-8794 


Golden Gate Alliance 
2735 Franklin Street 

San Francisco, CA 94123 
(415) 673-7422 


Health Network Against 
Nuclear War 

1855 Folsom Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 824-7780 


Interhelp 

Glide Church 

330 Ellis Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 841-6500 ext. 362 or 
673-5433 


Jobs with Peace Network 
2940 16th Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 588-8615 


Mayor's Office of Emergency 
Services 

814 Mission Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 945-5644 


Operation Contact 

330 Ellis Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 771-8373, and 

1530 Buchanan Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
(415) 346-4955 


Nuclear Disarmament Banner 
and Poster Campaign 

105 Belvedere Street 

San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415) 731-7961 


Nuclear Disarmament Project 
Archdiocese of San Francisco 
117 Diamond Street 

San Francisco, CA 94114 
(415) 552-0353 


Nuclear Task Force of the 
Media Alliance 

314 Fort Mason 

San Francisco, CA 94123 
(415) 441-2557 


Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 

P. O. Box 5454 
Berkeley, CA 94705 
(415) 845-8395 


Ploughshares Foundation 
Fort Mason 

San Francisco, CA 94123 
(415) 922-5393 


SFSU Freeze Campaign for 
World Survival 

Ecumenical House 

190 Denslow Drive 

San Francisco, CA 94132 
(415) 333-4920 


San Francisco Freeze 
Campaign 

2940 16th Street 

Room 104 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
(415) 621-0858 


San Francisco Women for 
Peace 

50 Oak Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 863-7146 


Waking Up in the Nuclear Age 
Box 23 

Fort Mason Center 

San Francisco, CA 94123 

(415) 885-5038 


War Resisters League 

85 Carl Street 

San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415) 731-1220 


Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom 

50 Oak Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 863-7146 


Women’s Party for Survival 
13 Columbus Avenue 

San Francisco, CA 9411] 
(415) 981-8909 


, a Disarmament Directory of organizations 
y been compiled by the Disarmament Resource Center, 


Sources 


Annual Report Fiscal Year 1982, U.S. Department of Defense 
The Effects of Nuclear War, 1979, U.S. Congress Office of 
Technology Assessment 


The Effects of Nuclear Weapons, 3rd ed., 1977, U.S. Department of 
Defense 
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SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
RESOLUTION NO. 30 


WHEREAS, It is the duty of elected officials at all levels of government to inform the people of 
any imminent danger and to take steps to prevent harm from occurring; and, 

WHEREAS, The Mayor and the Board of Supervisors have formally adopted a Resolution 
calling for a “suspension of nuclear weapons production, while seeking a permanent, interna- 
tional nuclear weapons ban”: and, 

WHEREAS, Most informed scientific and political experts agree that few, if any, people in San 
Francisco would survive a nuclear attack and that the only way to provide for survival is to pre- 
vent such an attack; and, 

WHEREAS, The President has called for, not only increasing military spending at the expense 
of human services, the expenditure of millions of dollars to reactivate the archaic civil defense 
systems to prepare for a nuclear war and incident; and, 

WHEREAS, Most authorities express doubts that there can be a “limited nuclear war’; and, 
WHEREAS, Information received from the Mayor's Office of Emergency Services in a letter 
dated December 10, 1981 reveals that there is no adequate or realistic planning for a nuclear 
weapons disaster, and that none may be possible. The letter states in part, 


“The City previously prepared a war contingency plan that focused, essentially, on the 
nuclear war environment. This plan is directed to the organization of local government 
and the period prior to a potential weapons exchange. The concept, under this plan, 
relies upon sheltering the City’s population in designated fallout shelters. These shelters 
in the main, are not blast proof; therefore a mode of positive protection in the event of an 
exchange is not available at this time. The availability and use of these shelters rely upon 
the recognition of previously signed shelter use licenses and cooperation of the private 
sector parties who signed the license agreements. 


Federal studies have concluded that construction of blast proof shelters would be in the 
millions of dollar category. Because of this fact, higher level government has directed 
counties, or equivalent jurisdictions nationwide, to prepare plans for general evacuation 
of risk areas. The San Francisco Bay Area has been designated as a risk area, and the 
residents of San Francisco have been assigned to evacuate to the North Coast Counties of 
Sonoma, Mendocino, Lake Humbolt and Del Norte. The planning effort to accomplish 
this movement is currently being developed in concert with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, State Office of Emergency Services and the noted counties”; and, 


WHEREAS, The people of San Francisco must be intelligently informed of the effect of the 
detonation of a nuclear bomb on San Francisco and the Bay Area in order to communicate with 
leaders in Washington and Sacramento that our survival depends on world nuclear disarm- 
ament — to add their voices to this most significant of issues; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors direct the appropriate committee to hold hearings 
to adopt the booklet prepared by San Franciscans for Nuclear Weapons Education, to deter- 
mine the most effective method of disseminating the information on the effects of nuclear war in 
San Francisco contained in it, and to determine what local government and the people can do 
to assure that there will be no nuclear war on this planet; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the committee will report its findings and recommendations to the 
Board for further legislative and appropriate action; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution will be distributed to the Mayor, the 
Mayor’s Office of Emergency Services, the Department of Public Health and to our Representa- 
tives in Sacramento and Washington, D.C. 


BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Introduced by Supervisor Nancy G. Walker 
May 6, 1982 
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